


 



Department of Primary Industries 

 

The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) has been formed by the merger of NSW Fisheries, 
Mineral Resources NSW, State Forests NSW and NSW Agriculture. This response reflects the 
views of the Minerals Resources and Fisheries Divisions. There are no issues relevant to the 
interests of NSW Agriculture or Forests NSW.  
 
Mineral Resource Issues  
 
The Speers Point Quarry area is covered by the titles CCL 760 and PEL 267. The proposed 
rezoning site is contained within the Lake Macquarie Mine Subsidence District and are underlain by 
a potential coal resource and possible abandoned workings. Any development proposed for the 
subject area must be referred to the Mine Subsidence Board and the Department of Primary 
Industries. Minerals has no objections to the proposed rezoning contained in the LEP Draft 
Amendment, providing underground mining is permissible with development consent in this area. 
As specified in Part 4 Section 19 of the Lake Macquarie LEP 2004 “Nothing in this plan prevents a 
person, with development consent, from carrying out development for the purpose of a mine on any 
land to which this plan applies, if the mine is underground,”.  
 
It is worthwhile noting the importance of ensuring that adequate supplies of construction materials 
are available within the Lake Macquarie Local Government Area to meet foreseeable future needs. 
Although low unit cost materials, construction materials are nonetheless essential for the 
development and maintenance of roads, buildings and other infrastructure. If construction materials 
have to be obtained from further afield, the additional transport costs incurred will inevitably be 
borne by the community and may limit future growth in the area.  
 
Fisheries Issues  
Stormwater concerns may arise in the future and management issues (such as drainage and 
treatment using best practice techniques) should be addressed at any development application 
stage.  
If you have any further queries on this matter please contact Simon Francis, Land Use on 4931 
6707 (Minerals).  
 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
 
Iain Paterson  
Acting Chief Geoscientist, Land Use  
Minerals & Land Use Assessment  
Geological Survey of NSW - Department of Primary Industries  



Department of Water and Energy 

The Department of Water and Energy (DWE) provides the following advice for Council’s 
consideration. 
 
Relevant Legislation 
 
The assessment is required to take into account the objectives and regulatory requirements of the 
following legislation (administered by DWE), as applicable: 

• Water Act 1912 
• Water Management Act 2000 (WMA) 

 
Water Sharing Plans 
 
Gazetted Water Sharing Plans (WSPs) prepared under the provisions of the WMA establish rules 
for access to, and the sharing of water between the environmental needs of the surface or 
groundwater source and water users. If the proposal is within a gazetted WSP area the assessment 
is required to demonstrate consistency with the rules of the WSP. Refer to: 
http://www.dnr.nsw.gov.au/water/plans.shtml 
 
Relevant Policies 
 
The assessment is required to take into account the following NSW Government policies, as 
applicable: 
 

• NSW Groundwater Policy Framework Document - General 

• NSW Groundwater Quantity Management Policy 

• NSW Groundwater Quality Protection Policy 

• NSW Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Policy 
• NSW State Rivers and Estuaries Policy 

• NSW Sand and Gravel Extraction Policy for Non-Tidal Rivers 

• NSW Wetlands Management Policy 

• NSW Farm Dams Policy 

• NSW Weirs Policy 
 
Guidelines 
 
The assessment is required to take into account the following DWE Guidelines for Controlled 
Activities (February 2008), as applicable: 
 

• Riparian corridors (and associated Vegetation Management Plans) 

• Watercourse crossings 

• Laying pipes and cables in watercourses 
• Outlet structures 

• In-stream works  

• Refer to: http://www.dnr.nsw.gov.au/water/controlled_activity.shtml 
 
Groundwater 
 
DWE is responsible for the management of the groundwater resources so they can sustain 
environmental, social, and economic uses for the people of New South Wales.  
 
Groundwater Source 
 
The assessment is required to identify groundwater issues and potential degradation to the 
groundwater source, particularly in light of the past quarrying operations, including:  
 

• Details of the predicted highest groundwater table at the development site. 



• Details of any works likely to intercept, connect with or infiltrate the groundwater sources. 

• Details of any proposed groundwater extraction, including purpose, location and 
construction details of all proposed bores and expected annual extraction volumes. 

• Details of the predicted impacts of any final landform on the groundwater regime. 

• Details of the existing groundwater users within the area (including the environment) and 
include details of any potential impacts on these users. 

• Details on protective measures for any groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs). 
 
Where potential impact/s are identified the assessment will need to identify limits to the level of 
impact and contingency measures that would remediate, reduce or manage potential impacts to the 
existing groundwater resource and any dependent groundwater environment or water users, 
including: 
 

• Details of any proposed monitoring programs, including water levels and quality data. 

• Description of the remedial measures or contingency plans proposed. 
 
Licensing 
 
All proposed groundwater works, including bores for the purpose of investigation, extraction, 
dewatering, testing or monitoring must be identified in the proposal and an approval obtained from 
DWE prior to their installation. 
 
Surface Water 
 
DWE is responsible for the sustainable management of rivers, estuaries, wetlands and adjacent 
riverine plains. 
 
Watercourse/Riparian 
 
The assessment is required to consider the impact of the proposal on the watercourses and 
associated riparian vegetation within the site, by providing the following: 
 

• Identify of the sources of surface water. 

• Details of stream order (using the Strahler System). 
• Details of any proposed surface water extraction, including purpose, location of existing and 

proposed pumps, dams, diversions, cuttings and levees. 
• Detailed description of any proposed development or diversion works including all 

construction, clearing, draining, excavation and filling. 

• A detailed description of all potential environmental impacts of any proposed development in 
terms of riparian vegetation, sediment movement, water quality and hydraulic regime.  A 
description of the design features and measures to be incorporated into any proposed 
development to guard against long term actual and potential environmental disturbances, 
particularly in respect of maintaining the natural hydrological regime and sediment 
movement patterns and the identification of riparian buffers. (See note below) 

 
Riparian corridors form a transition zone between terrestrial and aquatic environments and perform 
a range of important environmental functions. The protection or restoration of vegetated riparian 
areas is important to maintain or improve the geomorphic form and ecological functions of 
watercourses through a range of hydrologic conditions in normal seasons and also in extreme 
events. 
 
DWE’s Guidelines for Controlled Activities - Riparian Corridors (February 2008) recommends the 
following minimum Core Riparian Zones (CRZ) widths (refer to website below): 

• CRZ of 10 metres (on both sides of the watercourse) for: 
o Any first order watercourse where there is a defined channel where water flows 

intermittently; 
 

• CRZ of 20 metres (on both sides of the watercourse) for: 



o Any permanently flowing first order watercourse, or 
o any second order watercourse where there is a defined channel where water flows 

intermittently or permanently; 
 

• CRZ of 20 - 40 metres (on both sides of the watercourse) for: 
o Any third order or greater watercourse where there is a defined channel where water 

flows intermittently or permanently. Includes estuaries, wetlands and any parts of 
rivers influenced by tidal waters – (merit assessment based).  

 
[Note: Watercourse order as classified under the Strahler 
System].http://www.dnr.nsw.gov.au/water/controlled_activity.shtml 
 

In addition to the above recommended CRZs, an additional vegetated buffer (VB) of 10 metres 
should be provided on both sides of the watercourse, measured from the outer edge of the CRZ, to 
allow for edge effects. 
 
Any works which involve excavation on “waterfront land” will require a permit under the WMA. In 
order to reduce the number of referrals of future development applications to DWE, Council is 
encouraged to ensure that development is excluded from these areas via appropriate zoning. 
Appropriate riparian buffers should be included in any such zoned areas. DWE requires that all 
structural works, including works for stormwater capture and treatment, are located outside any 
riparian buffer.  
 
Where the specific zoning of riparian buffers is not feasible, the protection and management of 
riparian corridors needs to be addressed at the DA stage via appropriate DCP provisions. 
 
Water Management Structures/Dams 
 
DWE is responsible for the management and licensing of these structures under water legislation. If 
the proposal includes existing or proposed water management structures/dams, the assessment is 
required to provide information on the location, size and use of such structures, including the need 
for licensing under the WMA. 
 
Sustainable Water Supply 
 
Any assessment must address the issue of provision of a sustainable water supply for any 
proposed development, with minimal reliance on accessing valuable surface and groundwater 
resources. Through the implementation of BASIX, Integrated Water Cycle Management, and Water 
Sensitive Urban Design, proposed development must also be able to exhibit high water use 
efficiency.  
 
The Department would be pleased to provide more detailed comment when the draft LEP is 
available. Should Council require any further information on any of the above water issues, please 
contact me at the DWE Newcastle Office.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Jeff Hunt 
Senior Planning and Assessment Co-ordinator 



Department of Planning – Heritage Branch 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hunter New England Health 

 

 



 



Hunter Water Corporation 

 



 



Ministry of Transport 

 



Mine Subsidence Board 

 

 



Rural Fire Service 

 



Roads and Traffic Authority 

 

 


